Background: Recently, a new classification criteria for early rheumatoid arthritis (ERA) have been developed. Objectives: To evaluate the value of 2012 classification criteria for early rheumatoid arthritis (ERA), 2010 ACR/EULAR classification criteria, and 1987 ACR classification criteria in the diagnosis of early RA. Methods: Early arthritis patients with age more than 16 years, disease duration no more than 1 year, Cat least one joint swelling and tenderness were enrolled in a multicenter, open, cross-sectional study cohort. 
Conclusions:
Overall evaluation, the diagnostic value of ERA criteria is better than 1987 ACR and 2010 ACR/EULAR criteria in early rheumatoid arthritis. Compared to 2010 ACR/EULAR classification criteria, ERA criteria is obviously more simple and practical.
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